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I want to announce today a decision of conscience which is a declaration

on behalf of life because we have been asked to embrace the spectre of death.

The United Community Fund of Greater Toronto has recently admitted an
organization which advocates and supports abortion counselling and referral services.
By this action, abortion, under the auspices'and in the name of '"community’’, has
been officially sanctioned as being both acceptable and respectaﬁle. As a result, a

disservice to humanity is being fostered and truth is being obscured.

Such an action contradicts the fundamental truth of a Christian tradition
which respects the dignity and rights of every person. Such an abdication betrays

the heritage of a western democracy which has been built upon the concept of defend-

ing the defenseless.

It is for these reasons that we, The Council of Catholic Charities and

21l its member agencies declare that our beliefs are clear and that we are taking

a stand on what we believe and hold to be true.

We believe that every human being is unique and priceless. We hold
that human life must be respected at evéry stage of its development from the first

mysterious moment of conception to the declining days of advanced age.



Such phrases as "termination' or "interruption' of pregnancy are not
only errors of truth but also infringements upon the rights of the individual upon

Wwhich our nation and, indeed, all civilizations rest,

To destroy one human life, which has already begun, is a threat to all
bumanity, The basis of a free society is fundamentally rooted in the concept that

Violence to one is a menace to all.,

Abortion is an execution against life. Our teachings motivate us to
defend all people in need - especially the innocent unborn - and oblige us to respect

the rights and dignity of everyone.

Public morality, not private, determines each citizen's duty to society.

In raising our voice, we are aware that those who clamour for the freedom that is
self-serving and thereby destructive of itself and others would refuse our right to

speak in defense of these truths. But, speak we must and defend we shall.

The decision of The United Community Fund is being presented on the
pretexts of either co-existence within a pluralistic society or the freedom that
whatever is permitted is proper. But, truth demands a more precise and respon-

sible focus on the good of humanity and the rights of évery individual.

The adulation of pluralism can be an escape hatch for rationale. It
justifies excess and leads to permissiveness. It cultivates laxity and destroys

both logic and morals. '



Freedom is the cornerstone of democracy and civilization. It is guaran-
teed to every person. It is that guarantee we want to preserve and it is each person
We want to protect. Abortion is an encroachment on these rights and, therefore, a

mortal evil and a human disservice.

Consequently, with deep regret and genuine sadness, I inform you that
as of 11:00 AM this morning, The Council of Catholic Charities has duly advised
The United Community Fund of Greater Toronto that our Council and its seven par-

ticipating agencies will resigxi our membership from the fund by a date which can

be mutually arranged to fulfil existing contractual obligations.

This decision means that The Council of Catholic Charities and its
agencies shall neither be participants in, nor beneficiaries of, the 1976 United Way

appeal which provides funding for the 1977 calendar year of operations.

This decision has not been reached alone. Extensive consultations were
conducted and prayerfdl consideration was given. We have not aroused ourselves

against a single social evil while ignoring all the rest.

Our indignations and energies will continue to be directed against poverty,
unemplofrment, exploitation, discrimination and evéry form of injustice and human
misery both in our country and in the developing nations. But, we can no longer re-

spond to human need within a framework where human disservice has been sanctioned.



* Our decision will be called divisive. I reject that charge. On the igsue
o .
f abortion, Canadian society is already divided as is our own community of Toronto.

There is no middle ground. There can be no half-way measure. One is either for

Or against abortion.

Candidates to political office are asked today where they stand on this
Question. Ask a Churchman - and he stands with the teaching of his Church. My
reply is that I stand with the constant teaching of my Church and with my Christian

and non~Christian brothers who share the same conviction.

Actually the decision was not ours to make. We were required to re-

Spond to a decision which was taken by others. Response has been made today.

I am prepared to take the responsibility of sustaining the services of
Catholic Charities to the community. I am not prepared to accept the responsibility

for whatever else happens from a decision that was not ours.

. The Council of Catholic Charities was a founding member of The Communityb
Fund in 1943. Since then we, as a full partner, have committed our people, contributed
our resources, shared in the fund's growﬁh and, above all, rejoiced in the fund's
achievement as a credible serx_rice' for the greater ’good of all humanity in this proud

community of ours.



Our regret is that we have failed to communicate that value of life which

Is, in tr uth, consistent with the objectives of The United Community Fund.

Our hope is that our position will begin to remove the veil of respectability

which has been awarded to human disservice.

Our task is that we shall endeavour to transmit this hope and to restore

the concept of the sacredness of life, the dignity of man and the right of every individual.
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Questions at the Press Conference of Archbishop Pocock

at the Four Seasons Sheraton Hotel on March 19th, 1976.

"That ladies and gentlemen is my statement and as I said, T

would be very happy to receive your questions.

Vic Roderick ? C.F.T.R. (6390 . % 0 o
It says here that I am prepared to take the responsibility of
Where do

Sustaining the services of the Catholic Charities.
you expect to get those monies, Archbishop ?
We expect to get those monies next

Archbishop Pocock: Answer:
year from our own people and it will be necessary to

undertake whatever organization is required to attain

that end.

Question Warren Gerrard of the Toronto Star...
Your Grace -

Archbishop Pocock: A. Yes.

Q. Now that you have taken this decision, what counsel will you
give Roman Catholics in the Metro area in terms of any
contribution which they may, or may not want to, make to the
United Way ? ‘

Archbishop Pocock: A. I will advise them of the responsibility
that we, and they, have towards our Catholic Charities.

It is not my intention to forbid any of my people to

contribute to causes which they consider worthy. It is

my hope, particularly, that they will continue to contribute

to such worthy causes as the Red Cross, and I could name
But I certainly will advise them of their -

others.
responsibility towards our Catholic Charities which, of
necessity, are withdrawing from the United Fund.

That statement was more complete and clear than I thought

(laughter).

it would be.
Q. What contractual

Sue Lumbsley(?) C.F.T.0. Television.
obligation do you have in fact ?



-2 -

I believe that

Contractual
The Fund

Archbishop Pocock: A, You mean towards the Fund ?

our obligations towards the Fund are-financial.
obligations were completed in the 1975 Campaign.
I believe, is under contractual obligations to our agencies

with regard to their operation during 1976.

Q. Your Grace.
Archbishop Pocock: A. Oh, I'm sorry...

(Name unintelligible.. Globe & Mail). Q.
will be quite a short-fall in funds next year as a result

of having to go (for your needs) to your people directly ?
A short-fall in funds for the needs of the
I'm optimistic that we will be able to

Do you expect that there

Archbishop Pocock: A.

Catholic Charities.

meet the objectives of the requirements - yes.
Q. 1If planned

Archbishop Pocock, I am Hal Vincent from C.F.R.B.
parenthood is voted out, would you consider re-joining United

it towards the
shall be able
and if abortion

Way ?

Archbishop Pocock: A.:
last of that statement, it is my hope that we

to return to the United Fund. It is my hope

counselling agency or agencies do not receive
the United Fund, that will leave the door open for us to

It is my hope, as I expressed

support from

return - yes.
I might ask you another question.
Did you get any reaction when you dropped this word on the

people at United Way ? What kind of reaction was received,

or haven't you had a chance yet ?

We haven't had a chance - this was delivered

Archbishop Pocock: A.
to my courier this morning at 11 o'clock.

Q. Had they any indication that it was coming ?
Archbishop Pocock: A. I can only presume that they would so guess,
because there had been discussions with the Fund on this matter
Has there been any estimate or guestimate of how many Roman

Catholics might be involved ? In the United Way. I am

trying to think in terms of how many Roman Catholics might now
put their efforts towards raising money for Catholic Charities.

Al

Q-
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Archbishop Pocock: A. I understand that,
constitute in the neighbourhood of 507 of the population

now. I suppose it would be too much to hope that that

number of people would all become active in soliciting
donations, but I would hope that they would become active -

at least, all over 18 - and under my own age - in

populationwise, we

contributing to such a fund.
We were at a Press Conference called by

Kenneth Nelson, C.B.C.: Q.
Right-to-Life people, a couple of weeks ago, in which the

President flatly came out and said that that organisation

would urge its membership (about 3,000) in the area to

boycott United Way, and send their contributions directly
Could you support that position ?

to Catholic Charities.
A. I certainly support the position that

Archbishop Pocock:
contributions be sent to the Campaign which we shall undertake
Now I have just said that I cannot forbid anyone

ourselves.
to make contributions to a cause which they consider worthy.

Comment: Sounds like an equivocation there, Your Grace.
Archbishop Pocock: A. No, there's a difference. There's a
difference between encouraging people to contribute to

Catholic Charities and forbidding them to contribute to
There is certainly

other causes that they consider worthy.

a distinction there.
Are you dis-associating yourself, then, from the direction

Q.
to boycott, which is basic to my question ?
A. I am not insisting that our individual

Archbiéhop Pocock:
Catholic people should not contribute to other causes.

How about Planned Parenthood, Your Grace ?
I don't think it is necessary for me to

Q.
Archbishop Pocock: A.
forbid my people to contribute to an Abortion Counselling

Agency. I don't think so.
Mr. Chairman, Your Grace, may I ask another

Q.
Archbishop Pocock: A. Yes, indeed.
If this Group, Planned Parenthood, dropped its Abortion

Q.
Counselling stand but maintained its birth control counselling

stand, could you live with that ?






