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Silent Voice - Intermediate Division Lesson 
 

A MOMENT OF REFLECTION 

The following lesson is meant to shed light on the beautiful gift of ShareLife. For the Catholic community 
in the Archdiocese of Toronto, ShareLife provides an authentic, transparent and reliable structure for 
charitable giving. ShareLife supports numerous agencies and is dedicated to the poor and marginalized 
people in our communities. Your sharing of this gift, by means of educating and igniting students, is 
fulfilling your baptismal call to spread the Good News and know that you are an integral part of body of 
Christ. Blessings to you as you embark on this journey. 

 

Official Website: http://www.sharelife.org 

About ShareLife: http://bit.ly/aboutsharelifevideo 

 

A TEACHER’S PRAYER 
Lord Jesus, 
You place before me students who are eager to do your will.  
Fill my words and actions so that they might come to share in the life of the community by caring for 
those who need support and assistance. May we collectively focus our attention on the dignity of the 
human person at all stages of life and may we work tirelessly to serve you in love. 
AMEN 

 

ABOUT SHARELIFE 

MISSION: To live the Gospel by providing for those in need. 

VISION: The Catholic community and its partners responding generously with justice and love. 

PRINCIPLES: 

• Reverence for life at all stages 
• Commitment to Catholic Social Teaching 
• Collaboration with stakeholders  
• Responsible and accountable for resources 

 

  

http://www.sharelife.org/
http://bit.ly/aboutsharelifevideo
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LESSON NAME 

“Silent Voice”: Called to be Effective Communicators 

 

FOCUS QUESTION 

What qualities, attributes, and traits do we need to work on to become Effective Communicators?  

 

CLASSROOM PLANNER 

Day 1 

Learning Goal: 

Students will be able to attributes and skills of an Effective Communicator.  

Materials: 

 Chart paper 
 Markers 
 Sticky notes 
 Video link 
 AV equipment 
 Scriptural reference 
 OCSGE: Effective Communicator description 

 

LEARNING FOCUS  

Religious Education Expectations Assessment for Learning 

Overall Expectations Evidence of Learning/“I Can” Statement 

Living a Moral Life 

ML2: Demonstrate an understanding that when 
faced with a moral choice in our life, the judgement 
of our conscience can be right or wrong. 

ML3: Demonstrate an understanding of the 
importance of developing a life of virtue (good 
habits and practices; Cardinal and Theological 
Virtues) in order to discern and implement the 
moral teachings found in the Gospel and applied 
through the teachings of the Church.  

Students will/I can: 

• Determine what qualities, traits and 
attributes are necessary to be an Effective 
Communicator 

• Recognize that we all have diverse learning 
needs but we are all called to be effective 
communicators 

• Identify how I am an effective 
communicator when I support ShareLife 
and Silent Voice 

20879
Sticky Note
Overall and Specific Expectations

20879
Sticky Note
Please delete existing text "Living a Moral Life"GRADE 7: BELIEVINGBL1: The four gospels are at the heart of the scriptures because they are our principal source for the life and teaching of Christ Jesus. [CCC nos. 124-125] GRADE 7: LIVING IN SOLIDARITYLS1: Promoting the communal character of the human person is essential to ensuring their proper development and allowing them to achieve their full potential as human beings. GRADE 8: LIVING IN SOLIDARITYLS1: Each of us is called by God (vocation) to make a difference in our world through our Catholic Christian witness for the betterment of society and the created world. LS2: The Church’s Social Justice Teachings promote the proper development and flourishing of the human person, culture and education, the promotion of the common good, democratic societies, and the legitimate exercise of authority through social structures and institutions both at the local and international level. GRADE 9: PROFESSION OF FAITH PF3.1 explain how Jesus affirms the dignity of every person (Beatitudes, Miracles, Parables) and examine how Faith fosters positive, healthy self-esteem physically, intellectually, spiritually and socially as part of recognizing the importance of a healthy positive acceptance of self, with strengths and weaknessGRADE 10: SCRIPTURE SC3.1 examine a few parables of Jesus in relation to contemporary times (e.g., The Sower- Matthew13.1-23, The Mustard Seed- Matthew 13.31-32, The Unmerciful Servant- Matthew 18.23-35, The Talents- Matthew 25.14-30, The Sheep and the Goats- Matthew 25.31-46, The Good Samaritan- Luke 10.25-37, The Rich Fool-Luke 12.16-21, The Prodigal Son- Luke 15.11-32, The Rich Man and Lazarus- Luke 16.19-31, The Pharisee and the Publican- Luke 18.9-14) [CCC nos. 515; 546] 
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ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS 

An Effective Communicator Who:  

• a. Listens actively and critically to understand and learn in light of the gospel values 
• c. Presents information and ideas clearly and honestly and with sensitivity to others 
• e. Uses and integrates the Catholic faith tradition, it the critical analysis of the arts, media, 

technology and information systems to enhance the quality of life. 

 

SCRIPTURAL REFERENCE 

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 …Comfort your hearts and strengthen them 
    in every good work and word. 

 

CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING  

Dignity of the Human Person: The foundation of all Catholic Social Teaching is the inherent dignity of 
the human person, as created in the image and likeness of God. The Church, therefore, calls for Integral 
Human Development, which concerns the wellbeing of each person in every dimension: economic, 
political, social, ecological, and spiritual. 

Rights and Responsibilities: The Catholic tradition teaches that human dignity can be protected and a 
healthy community can be achieved only if human rights are protected and responsibilities are met. This 
is witnessed in the support and work done by ShareLife and Silent Voice. 

https://www.devp.org/en/cst 

 

  

https://www.devp.org/en/cst
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CROSS-CURRICULAR CONNECTION 

The Arts 

1. Creating and Presenting: Apply the creative process to produce art works in variety of traditional 
two- and three-dimensional forms, as well as multimedia art works, that communicate feelings, 
ideas, and understandings, using elements, principles, and techniques of visual arts as well as 
current media technologies. 

Language Arts 

2. Use speaking skills and strategies appropriately to communicate with different audiences for a 
variety of purposes. 

3. Draft and revise their writing, using a variety of informational, literary, and graphic forms and 
stylistic elements appropriate for the purpose and audience. 

 

INFORMING YOUR FAITH AND PREPARING TO SHARE YOUR FAITH 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Silent Voice is a not-for-profit charitable organization founded in 1975. They are the only organization in 
the GTA offering community and family-based support to Deaf and hard of hearing people. They provide 
social-recreational programs in American Sign Language (ASL) for Deaf and hard of hearing children 
and their family members. They also teach hearing family members American Sign Language. Also, in 
partnership with other organizations, they offer special assistance and outreach services to disadvantaged 
Deaf or hard of hearing adults living in the community. They are dedicated to improving communication 
and relationships between the Deaf and hearing members of families in our communities. Silent Voice is 
an agency offering services to the whole community. They value and respect the dignity and worth of 
ALL people. 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

People in this community may identify themselves as ‘Deaf’ or ‘Hard of Hearing’ 

However don’t assume, always ask someone how they identify themselves 

Like their hearing counterparts, Deaf and hard of hearing people build successful careers, have families, 
watch television, go to the movies, talk on the telephone, play sports etc. 

Deaf and hard of hearing people can communicate in many different ways: 

American Sign Language, fingerspelling, body gestures, facial expressions, speech, writing, lip reading or 
a combination of each strategy. 

For additional information visit: 

• http://www.silentvoice.ca  
• http://ihp.silentvoice.ca  

http://www.silentvoice.ca/
http://ihp.silentvoice.ca/
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GET STARTED  
 

LEARNING GOAL 

ShareLife, called to be Effective Communicators 

 

BEFORE (10 minutes) 

4 Corners Activity 

Provide students with 4 sticky notes and place chart paper in four corners of the room 

• Have students record what they believe to be the top 4 ways to communicate 
• Ask one student to place their four notes in each of the corners. 
• Ask the next student to do the same until all students have placed their sticky notes 
• If a student has a different answer than the four listed, ask them to place them at the front of the 

room so the teacher can monitor the responses  
• Most of your responses will be in these categories a) talk b) write c) gesture d) draw 
• Once completed, look at each of the responses and validate methods of communication 
• Ask the class to identify which is the method of communication they most often use 
• Ask students to imagine if they were unable to use this method to communicate 
• Ask students to identify barriers that this would cause. 

 

DURING (15 minutes) 

Have students view video: http://bit.ly/silentvoicevideo 

• After viewing, have students write initial thoughts and impressions of the video. 
• What did they find interesting and unique about the soccer game? 
• How were the soccer players able to communicate their movements or thoughts throughout the 

game? 
• Have students share, discuss and examine the possible challenges Deaf and hard of hearing 

individuals face in society. 

How does supporting ShareLife make you an effective communicator?  

• Encourage students to consider the impact of your ShareLife support on the daily lives of those 
who use the services provided by Silent Voice.  

  

http://bit.ly/silentvoicevideo
20879
Sticky Note
 4 Corners Activity Provide students with 4 sticky notes and place a blank piece of chart paper in the four corners of the room. • Have students record on sticky notes what they believe to be the top four ways to communicate* Write one of the four headings "talk," "write," "gesture" and "draw" on each of piece of chart paper• Ask the students to place their four notes on the corresponding chart paper  • If a student has a different answer than the four listed, ask them to place it at the front of the room so the teacher can discuss these diverse responses • Once completed, look at each of the responses and validate methods of communication • Ask the class to identify which is the method of communication they most often use • Ask students to imagine if they were unable to use this method to communicate • Ask students to identify barriers that this would cause.   
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Read the following scripture passage to students: 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through grace gave 
us eternal comfort and good hope, comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good work and 
word. 

When we raise money at the school for ShareLife are we effective communicators? 

What are we saying to the community when we raise money and awareness? 

 

AFTER (15 minutes) 

Have students read one of the following parables and identify how Jesus is asking people to 
communicate. 

• Patient: The Sower and the Seeds Mark 4:3-9 
• Generous: The Rich Fool Luke 12:16-21 
• Hopeful: The Mustard Seed Matthew 13:31 
• Merciful: The Prodigal Son Luke 15:11-32 
• Kind and Compassionate: The Good Samaritan Luke 10:25-37  

 

Class Discussion 

Ask students to connect why, through scripture, Jesus calls us to be effective communicators and how this 
relates to supporting ShareLife? 

• How is Michael’s voice heard by others? 
In the video, he uses American Sign Language and an interpreter. 

• Why is the interpreter needed in the classroom setting? 
The interpreter helps Michael communicate with hearing people as well as help hearing people 
communicate with Michael. 

• In what other settings might Michael need an interpreter? 
Invite students to share their ideas with whole group. As described in the video, students should 
understand that, “People who are deaf encounter barriers everywhere they turn…” 
For example: goods and services, housing, employment, recreation and sports activities 

Explain to students that interpreters are not for people who are deaf or hard of hearing but rather for all 
people who do not share a common language. Interpreting services provide access for Mike to 
communicate with hearing people and for hearing people to communicate with Mike. The money raised 
through ShareLife supports the cost associated with interpreters and breaks down barriers in our society 
by funding many Silent Voice resources. 

Engage students in a conversation regarding ShareLife and the significance of having a Catholic response 
and outlet to support charitable and social outreach. Explain how fundraising at the school level helps to 
support Silent Voice and makes all involved ‘effective communicators.’ As a community, when we 
support ShareLife, we tell our community that we care and want to be generous, kind, compassionate 
people. 

  

20879
Sticky Note
Connect these responses to the categories established at the beginning of the lesson (talk, write, gesture, draw).
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Extension Activities 
One way Jesus demonstrated that he was an effective communicator was through the use of parables. 
Explain to the class that they are going to explore a parable to see what Jesus is communicating to us.  

• Assign various parables to groups of 3-4 students. 
• Some parables might include: The Sower and the Seeds Mark 4:3-9, The Mustard Seed Matthew 

13:31, The Rich Fool Luke 12:16-21, The Good Samaritan Luke 10:25-37 and The Prodigal Son 
Luke 15:11-32 or others you may want to highlight.  

Have students explore and examine why Jesus would have used parables to speak to people.  

• Provide students with an understanding that the parables were simple stories about morals and 
expectations about how to communicate with one another.  

Have a person familiar with American Sign Language visit and share information about Deaf 
culture 

• students can learn to sign their names using the American Sign Language alphabet (see 
Appendix 15) 

• students can play a game using only gestures to communicate 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
Loving God, 
We thank you for the precious gift of all people in our community, 
Since we are all created in your image and likeness we all have dignity 
Continue to teach us to be effective communicators with one another, 
Showing kindness, compassion, love and mercy always. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ Our Lord. 
AMEN  
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Source: Wikimedia Commons 
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