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Silent Voice - Junior Division Lesson 
 

A MOMENT OF REFLECTION 

The following lesson is meant to shed light on the beautiful gift of ShareLife. For the Catholic community 
in the Archdiocese of Toronto, ShareLife provides an authentic, transparent and reliable structure for 
charitable giving. ShareLife supports numerous agencies and is dedicated to the poor and marginalized 
people in our communities. Your sharing of this gift, by means of educating and igniting students, is 
fulfilling your baptismal call to spread the Good News and know that you are an integral part of body of 
Christ. Blessings to you as you embark on this journey. 

Official Website: http://www.sharelife.org 

About ShareLife: http://bit.ly/aboutsharelifevideo 

 

A TEACHER’S PRAYER: 
Lord Jesus, 
You place before me students who are eager to do your will.  
Fill my words and actions so that they might come to share in the life of the community by caring for 
those who need support and assistance. May we collectively focus our attention on the dignity of the 
human person at all stages of life and may we work tirelessly to serve you in love. 

AMEN  

 

ABOUT SHARELIFE 

MISSION: To live the Gospel by providing for those in need. 

VISION: The Catholic community and its partners responding generously with justice and love. 

PRINCIPLES: 

• Reverence for life at all stages 
• Commitment to Catholic Social Teaching 
• Collaboration with stakeholders  
• Responsible and accountable for resources 

 

 

http://www.sharelife.org/
http://bit.ly/aboutsharelifevideo
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LESSON NAME 

Becoming an Effective Communicator 

 

FOCUS QUESTIONS 

• What does it mean to be an Effective Communicator? 

• How is supporting ShareLife showing you are an Effective Communicator? 

• Why is it important to support ShareLife and agencies such as Silent Voice? 

 

CLASSROOM PLANNER 

Day 1 

Learning Goals: 

• We will be exploring what it means to be an Effective Communicator. 
• We will be exploring why it is important to support ShareLife and agencies such as Silent Voice. 

Materials: 

 Black Line Master Handout 1 

 American Sign Language Alphabet 

 

LEARNING FOCUS 

Religious Education Expectations Assessment for Learning 

Specific Expectations Evidence of Learning/“I Can” Statement 

Hope Expectations – Junior: 

By the end of grade 6, it is our hope that students 
will be individuals who: 

• Develop attitudes and values founded on 
Catholic social teaching and act to promote 
social responsibility, human solidarity and 
the common good. 

Students will/I can: 

• Identify the qualities of an effective 
communicator 

• Explain how ShareLife agencies such as 
Silent Voice support people 
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ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS 

An Effective Communicator Who: 

• c. Presents information and ideas clearly and honestly and with sensitivity to others. 

A Self-Directed, Responsible, Life Long Learner Who: 

• a. Demonstrates a confident and positive sense of self and respect for the dignity and welfare of 
others. 

 

SCRIPTURAL REFERENCE 

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 …comfort your hearts and strengthen them    
    in every good work and word. 

 

CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING 

Dignity of the Human Person: The foundation of all Catholic Social Teaching is the inherent dignity of 
the human person, as created in the image and likeness of God. The Church, therefore, calls for Integral 
Human Development, which concerns the wellbeing of each person in every dimension: economic, 
political, social, ecological, and spiritual. 

Rights and Responsibilities: The Catholic tradition teaches that human dignity can be protected and a 
healthy community can be achieved only if human rights are protected and responsibilities are met. This 
is witnessed in the support and work done by ShareLife and Silent Voice. 

https://www.devp.org/en/cst 

 

CROSS-CURRICULAR CONNECTION 

The Arts 

• Creating and Presenting: apply the creative process to produce art works in variety of traditional 
two- and three-dimensional forms, as well as multimedia art works, that communicate feelings, 
ideas, and understandings, using elements, principles, and techniques of visual arts as well as 
current media technologies. 

Language Arts 

• Use speaking skills and strategies appropriately to communicate with different audiences for a 
variety of purposes. 

• Draft and revise their writing, using a variety of informational, literary, and graphic forms and 
stylistic elements appropriate for the purpose and audience. 

https://www.devp.org/en/cst
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INFORMING YOUR FAITH AND PREPARING TO SHARE YOUR FAITH  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Silent Voice is a not-for-profit charitable organization founded in 1975. They are the only organization in 
the GTA offering community and family-based support to Deaf and hard of hearing people. They provide 
social-recreational programs in American Sign Language (ASL) for Deaf and hard of hearing children 
and their family members. They also teach hearing family members American Sign Language. Also, in 
partnership with other organizations, they offer special assistance and outreach services to disadvantaged 
Deaf or hard of hearing adults living in the community. They are dedicated to improving communication 
and relationships between the Deaf and hearing members of families in our communities. Silent Voice is 
an agency offering services to the whole community. They value and respect the dignity and worth of 
ALL people. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

• People in this community may identify themselves as ‘Deaf’ or ‘Hard of Hearing’ 
• However don’t assume, always ask someone how they identify themselves 
• Like their hearing counterparts, people who are deaf or hard of hearing build successful careers, 

have families, watch television, go to the movies, talk on the telephone, play sports etc. 
• Deaf and hard of hearing people can communicate in many different ways: 

American Sign Language, fingerspelling, body gestures, facial expressions, speech, writing, lip 
reading or a combination of each strategy. 

•  For additional information visit: 
o http://www.silentvoice.ca 
o http://ihp.silentvoice.ca 

 

http://www.silentvoice.ca/
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GET STARTED: Day 1 
 

LEARNING GOAL 

Differing ways to be an Effective Communicator 

 

BEFORE  

1. Distribute Appendix 12 and Appendix 13 to each student.  
2. Briefly discuss the definition of the word communicate. 
3. Read aloud the introductory questions:  

o What does it mean to be an Effective Communicator? 
o How does supporting ShareLife and its agencies help us become effective 

communicators? 
4. Post the following question for students: 

o What makes someone and Effective Communicator? 
5. Give students an opportunity to discuss the questions in small groups and record their 

ideas in a web around the questions on their pages. Each group should be prepared to 
share their ideas with the whole group. 

6. Invite students to share their ideas and record them on the board. 
Suggested responses: 

o Makes eye contact 
o Speaks clearly  
o Speaks loud enough for others to hear 
o Stays on topic 
o Open to new ideas and thinking 
o Uses body language (e.g., nodding, smiling, etc.) 
o Uses humour 
o Uses gestures 
o Listens to others 
o Stays focused 

7. Read aloud student responses. 

Shared Objective: “Today we are going to be watching a short video about a person from the 
Toronto area named Michael Cyr. He is an Effective Communicator. As you watch the video, 
think about the many things that Michael does to show he is an Effective Communicator. List 
some of the benefits of supporting ShareLife and how that makes you an effective communicator” 

(Students should use the whole group brainstorm as a reference.) 
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DURING  

1. Students watch the “Silent Voice” video. 
2. After viewing the video, revisit the whole group brainstorm about effective communication. 

o We watched this video about Michael, who is an Effective Communicator. Do you agree 
he IS an Effective Communicator? Did he demonstrate all of the qualities of effective 
communication from our brainstorm? Share your ideas in your groups and be prepared to 
give specific examples from the video. 

o Sample Response: One of the qualities on our list was eye contact. In the video, Michael 
makes eye contact with the camera and the students in the classroom.” 

3. Invite students to share their responses. As students share, circle or check the qualities on the 
whole group brainstorm how Michael effectively communicates as demonstrated in the video. 

4. Some qualities from the brainstorm will remain unchecked, e.g., ‘Speaking audibly’. Remind 
students that even though Michael does not speak in the video, there are many Deaf and hard of 
hearing persons who can speak. Regardless, Michael is still an effective communicator. 

Class Discussion 

• How are we effective communicators? 
• When we support and fundraise for ShareLife, what are we communicating? 

Suggested answers: 
o that we should take care of /help others 
o that we are responsible for one another 
o that it is important to help 

• Explain to students that supporting ShareLife is a way that we can share our time and resources to 
effectively communicate that we care for and support others in our community. 

• How is Michael’s voice heard by others? 
o In the video, he uses American Sign Language and an interpreter. 

• In what ways does ShareLife through their funding of Silent Voice support the Dead and Hard of 
Hearing Community? 

o Explain to students that interpreters are not for the person who is deaf but rather for all 
people who do not share a common language. Interpreting services provide access for 
Mike to communicate with hearing people and for hearing people to communicate with 
Mike. The money raised through ShareLife supports the cost associated with interpreters 
and breaks down barriers in our society by funding many Silent Voice resources. 
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AFTER  

1. Give each student a sticky note to answer the question below. 
2. Post the following question on the board: Identify one way that ShareLife helps people in our 

community become effective communicators. 
3. Watch the “Silent Voice” video for a second time. 

Suggested responses: 
o Ensure all people who are deaf or hard of hearing can access services they need, 

including newcomers to Canada. 
o Provide interpreters so people who are deaf or hard or hearing can do everyday tasks in 

places where people don’t know sign language. 
o Teach American Sign Language to families so parents and siblings can all communicate. 

4. Invite students to post their ideas around the question on the front board. 
5. Read aloud responses to the whole group. 

 

EXTENSION 

Appendix 14 provides a list of extension activities for students. 



 

 

Name: ____________________ 

 

ShareLife at Silent Voice: Video Introduction  
 

Students who graduate from Catholic schools in Ontario are called to meet the Ontario Catholic School 
Graduate Expectations. One expectation is that students become “Effective Communicators.”  

 

 

What makes someone an Effective Communicator? 

 

 

Communication – to share information, ideas, or feelings with others by speaking, writing, moving your 
body, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Appendix 12 

 
 

What makes someone an  
Effective Communicator? 



 

 

Name: ____________________ 

 

ShareLife at Silent Voice: Video Introduction 
 

Students who graduate from Catholic schools in Ontario are called to meet the Ontario Catholic School 
Graduate Expectations. One expectation is that students become “Effective Communicators.”  

 

How does supporting ShareLife and its agencies help us become “Effective Communicators?”  

 

Communication – to share information, ideas, or feelings with others by speaking, writing, moving your 
body, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Appendix 13

How does supporting 
ShareLife  

and its agencies  
help us become  

effective communicators? 



 

 

Silent Voice: Activity Extensions 
Students can be assigned one of the following extension activities if further inquiry is desired. 

1. Plan a fundraiser and donate to ShareLife as inspired by Silent Voice. 
2. Interview a person who is deaf or hard of hearing with a list of questions you would like 

answered. 
3. Research and demonstrate common everyday words and phrases in American Sign Language. 
4. Research some different ways to communicate with someone who is Deaf or hard of hearing 

person. 
5. Research the various types of signed languages in the world. 
6. Play a game without speaking. 
7. Research how American Sign Language is taught. 
8. Research technology that help people who are deaf or hard of hearing communicate. 
9. Research the causes of various types of hearing loss: 

a) Sensorineural 
b) Conductive 
c) Mixed 

10. Diagram and explain how the ear works. 
11. Research the prevention of hearing loss. 
12. Research some of the occupations that assist people with hearing loss.  

(ex. Audiologist, Speech-Language Pathologist, Hearing Care Counsellor) 
 

The above extension activities can be demonstrated using any of the following approaches: 

1. Labelled diagram 
2. A demonstration 
3. Create a pamphlet 
4. Develop a role play 
5. Create a flip-book 
6. Write a song 
7. Write a poem 
8. Create an advertisement 
9. Create a mind map 
10. Create a chart 
11. PowerPoint presentation 
12. Create an audio/video 
13. Create a photo essay 

14. Create a diorama 
15. Plaster of paris model 
16. Paper mache 
17. Write a child’s storybook 
18. Oral presentation 
19. Written report 
20. Create a bulletin board 
21. Create a poster 
22. Create a mobile 
23. Create a lesson and “teach” it to the 

class 
24. Create a game 
25. Create a display 
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